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PRIESTHOOD AND PRESIDENCY. 


Chaim oF THE “JosEPHITE” orn “REORGANIZED” CHURCH, ExaMINED 
AND COMPARED WITH REASON AND REVELATION. | ; 


BY ELDER CHARLES W. PENROSE. 


[Concluded from page 552.] 7 

Ir is claimed by the disciples of the present Joseph Smith that 
presiding authority after the death of the Prophet and Patriarch was with 
the High Council in Nauvoo, and they quote these instructions of the 
Prophet to the Apostles: = = 

“The Twelve will have no right to go into Zion or any of her Stakes, 
and there undertake to regulate the affairs thereof where there is a stand- 
ing High Council; but it is their duty to go abroad and regulate all mat- 
ters relative to the different branches of the Church. When the Twelve 
are together, or a quorum of them, in any Church, they will have page | 
to act independently, and make decisions and those decisions will be vali 
But where there is not a quorum they will have to do business by the 
voice of the Church. No standing High Council has authority to go into 
the 5 NY abroad and regulate the matters thereof, for this belongs to 

ve. 

The signification of these instructions can searcely be misunderstood by 
any one who does not desire to misinterpret them. The standing High 
Councils in the Stakes of Zion are pronounced, in the revelation, equal in 
their respective decisions with each other and with those of the higher 
quorums, so far as the jurisdiction of the former extends. The Twelve 
as a Traveling High Council were not to interfere with the local affairs of 


any Stake of Zion, because each stake has its own local organization. But 
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when the First Presidency of the Church was dissolved, the Quorum of 
the Twelve, as has been shown, became the chief presiding authority over 
all the Church. It was in that capacity that they acted and did business 
“by the voice of the Church.” They did not supercede or take the place 
of or interfere with the duties of the High Council of the Stake of Zion 
at Nauvoo, but performed the functions of a Presiding Quorum over the 
entire Church, including all its Stakes and branches and quorums and 
councils, and were authorized to do this, not only by virtue of their calling, 
but by the united voice and vote of the several quorums in General 
Assembly, which constitute the spiritual authorities of the Church, from 
which there is no appeal. At a Council held in the Kirtland Temple, 
January 16th, 1836, Joseph the Prophet corrected some misunderstandings _ 
in relation to the Apostles. In his history under that date he says: 
V next proceeded to explain the duty of the Twelve, and their authority 
which is next to the present Presidency, and that the arrangement of the 
2 in this place on the 15th inst., in placing the High Council of 
Kirtland next the Presidency, was because the business to be. transacted 
was business relating to that body in particular, which was to fill the 
several quorums in Kirtland, not because they were first in office and ‘that 
the arrangements were the most judicious that could be made on that 
occasion; also the Twelve are not subject to any other than the First 
Presidency, viz., myself, Sidney Rigdon and Frederick G. Williams who are 
now my counselors; (and where I am not there is no First Presidency over 
the Twelve.“) 

A standing High Council is not authorized to receive revelations or do 
business for the whole Church, nor for any part of the Church except that 

within the boundaries of the Stake in and for which it is appointed. The 

Traveling Presiding High Council, that is the Twelve Apostles, have 

authority to regulate the affairs of the Church in all nations. Under the 

First Presidency they may regulate affairs in a Stake of Zion, because the 

‘First Presidency preside over everything in the Church, When the 

‘Gouncil of the Twelve becomes itself the chief Presiding Power, it can, as 
a @ quorum authorized by the voice of the Church, set in order all its affairs 

at home and abroad, precisely as the First Presidency of Three. 

- Advocates of “Josephism” cite some pretended revelations to their 

‘leader (previous to his accepting the “present” of the Church which 

they tendered to him) as evidence of his calling to the leadership of that 

body. They are, as related by himself, of a vague and shadowy character 
and scarcely worth comment or notice. The most clearly defined of them 

‘is thus related by the present Joseph himself. After stating that he had 

a conversation with a person named Yates, who urged him to go to Utah, 

in August, 1856, he says he was meditating on the matter and asked the 

question: “‘WhyshouldI not go to Utah!) 

A ͤbeard a slight noise like that of the breeze, that arrested my speech 
and 1 J turned my gaze slightly upward, and saw descending 
towards me a sort of cloud, funn shaped, with the wide part upward.. It 
was luminous and of such color and brightness that it was clearly seen 
“though the sun shone at its summer strength. It descended rapi and 
settling upon and over me envelo me completely so that I stood within 
its radiance... As the cloud reated upon the ground at my feet, the words 
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‘Because the light where sounded in my 
an Slowly the and the vision 
0 

Supposing this was beheld exactly as des- 
cribed, what had that to do with the calling of its recipient to the Presi- 
dency of the Church? And what superior light had the son of the miar- 
tyred Seer, at that time over the leaders of the Church who had remained 
with it from the beginning and had never turned away from it or forsaken 
it fora moment in the days of its severest trials and persecutions? At 
that time he had little or no light at all on the things of the Kingdom, 
and nothing that has emanated from him since has given evidence of 
extraordinary light on any subject. He and the organization by which 
he has to be led, although nominally ite leader, is under a cloud, which 
may be funnel-shaped, but is certainly not luminous. Such shadowy — 
“revelations” are too flimsy and meaningless to impress anyone but per- 
sons who have drifted away from the “iron rod" and who eagerly grasp 
atashadow. 

stability, perpetuity and permanence on earth of His Church and Kingdom 
of the latter days, with the puerile, inconsistent and dubious theory of 
succession contended for by the so-called “Reorganization.” In God's 
plan, the death, failure or apostasy of any of His servants entrusted with 
presiding power makes no difference to the continuation of His Church 
or the performance of any of its functions; in the “Josephite” scheme 
there is a disorganization of the Church at the dissolution of its presiding 
quorum. In the former there is no dependence upon the existence or con- 
duct of the children of a President; in the latter everything in succession 
to the Presidency depends upon such a contingency. With the divine 
plan there is no break or suspension’ or hiatus; with the “Josephite” 
notion there must be at least an interregnum in case of the decease of 
the President, where there is no son old enough to succeed him. The true 
Melchisedek Presiding Priesthood is “without father, without mother, 
without descent;” the counterfeit depends on lineal succession. In the 
revelations of the Most High provisions are made by which if the enemy 
takes the life of the Presiding Quorum there is another equal to it in 
authority and four times greater than it in numbers, and if it were possi- 
ble for the Twelve to be thus removed, a third body or quoram of still 
larger proportions and endowed; then, with the same powers, would come 
up in its plaoe, presenting a yet broader front to the foe (Seo. 107: 25, 26); 

in the “Lineage” theory, devised by disappointed men, all is a blank on 
the removal of the head. By the continuation of the Church and King- 
dom of God from April sch, 1830, down to the present time and until 
Christ comes the promises and predictions of the Lord Himself are and 
will be fulfilled; on the disorganization and reorganization theory they 
would fall to the ground and be falsified. In the perpetuation of the 
Church in ite full authority, spirit, ordinances and gifts the wisdom, mercy 
and justice of the Lord are exhibited; in the rejection theory God would 


appear as unjust, changeable, partial, a respecter of persons, and oblivious 
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to the faithful diligence of his people under the most trying circumstances 
and as indifferent to his own principles and promises. 

In the Church thus perpetuated, the Apostleship and the ben ‘hd 
authority thereof have been continued in direct line without a break, 
through Joseph the Prophet, from Peter, James and John. In the so-called 
-“Re-organization” there is no real Apostleship at all. The men who or- 
dained the son of Joseph Smith were not even members of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and ‘when they were they were not 
Apostles and never had been. They could not confer that which they 
never possessed. In the true Church there are the keys to administer 
the sacred ordinances for the living and for the dead; in the “Josephite” 
Church there is no such power, and no ordinances for the dead are admin- 
distered. Yet those ordinances are declared by the Prophet Joseph to be 
essential, not only for the salvation of the fathers, but also for our salva- 
tion, as neither can be made perfect without the other. (Doc. and Gov., 
Section 128, verse 15.) In the continued Church, Temples have been built 
and dedicated on the plan revealed to the Prophet Joseph, being made 
perfect in every particular; in the “Reorganized” Church there is no.such 
Temple, no such plan, no knowledge how to erect a Temple, no under- 
standing of what is to be done in it even if erected. The Kirtland edifice, 
of which the Reorganization has laid hold, is not used for a Temple, but as 
a common meeting house. In the true Church there are order and disci- 
pline under competent authority; in the “Josephite” society there are 
disorder, confusion and continual contention, which Christ says is of the 
devil (III Nephi 11: 29). In Christ's Church the head directs by divine 
authority, the Church being commanded to “receive and give heed unto 
all his words as if from the Lord’s own mouth, in all patience and faith” 
(Section 21: 5); in the “Josephite” Church the head is under obligations 
not to teach anything except that which the members approve. In the 
Church established by the Lord through Joseph the Prophet, revelations 
are to be continuously given for the guidance of the Church, and as late 
as January 19, 1841, the Lord said that one of the purposes of building 
the Temple that he always commanded his people to erect, was that he 
might reveal his ordinances therein, for he said, “I deign to reveal unto 
my Church things which have been kept hid from before the foundations 
of the world; in the “Josephite” organization a limit is placed upon the 
revelations of God, and that body, in Conference assembled, passed * 
act of limitation: 


“Resolved, that the whole law of the. Church of Jesus Christ is con- 
inen in the Bible, Book of Mormon and Book of Doctrine and Covenants.” ä 


It will be observed that even the revelations which are contained in the 
book called the “Pearl of Great Price” are shut out by this cast-iron creed, 
and they were all given through Joseph the Seer long before his martyr- 
dom. 

The various and numerous objections, pretensions, disputations and 
contentions of the so-called “Reorganized” people might all be met and 
shown to have no more foundation in truth, reason and revelation than 
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the claims touched upon in this exposition, but as they all turn on and 
depend upon this question of succession, they are not herein examined. 
If the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has continued, accord - 
ing to revelations and promises of the Almighty, from its organization to 
the present time, all that is alleged against it will amount to nothing. 
For, it contains within itself the power, authority and ability to rectify 
any wrong that may creep into it, to expunge any impurity that may 
arise within it, to cast off effete matter, if any there should be, to regulate 
all its own affairs, so that out of itself shall grow all offices or quorums 
which may be removed by death or transgression, to become independent 
of all other creatures beneath the celestial world, to carry on the work of 
redemption for the living and the dead, to ful fill all the prophecies con- 
cerning it and prepare a people for the coming and reign of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who established it and has watched over it and guided it 
and has been with it in spirit from the beginning. Not one key, or 
ordinance, or gift, or principle which he bestowed upon it through Joseph 
the Prophet has been lost or taken away or suspended. The oracles are in 
it to-day and will remain while revelation is needed for the consummation 
of the great work comprehended in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times. Let those who have been deceived by the sophistry and errors of 
misguided men, come out from the mists and fogs and contentious spirit 
of the so-called “Reorganization,” come to the clear light of Zion and re- 
ceive the fulness of the blessings of the Gospel of peace! 


APPEN DIX. 


INTERVIEW WITH JosEPH AND Four OF THE. CHURCH OF 
_ Jesus Curist or Latrer-Day Saints. 


The following een was published in the Deseret Evening News of 


July 1, 1896: 
Cxicaao, June 6th, 1898. 


To the Editor: 

By the request of man of our Elders and interested friends, and at the 
suggestion of Elder Joshua R. Clark, who has been presiding over the 
Northern States mission, 1 herewith respectfully submit a verbatim copy 
of an interview between myself and —.— e Smith, President of the 
organized Church,” March 18th, 1896 dependence, Jackson County, 
Mo., in the house of Mr. Luff, one of the: Reorganization’s apostles. 

There were present El Elders Wm. E. Criddle, Eugene 8. Hart, Archibald G. 
Young, of the ‘Church of Jesus Christ of Lat Saints, besides J oseph 

Luff, Joseph Smith and myself. 

The questions and replies made ager as es; 

2. you claim to be a ae “A: Yes. I claim the same author- 
ity as my father. 

Did your father wedi you to be a Prophet and Seal the Church , 
A. No, he did not. He blessed me but did not ordain me to any office 
4 told h Reorganized hurch?” 1s 

Lou sa voice you to “join the chu 
it not: possible that the “voice” was 22 a “seducing spirit —a trans- 
— devil instead of from God? A. I heard a voice—but will pee 

whether it could be deceptive or not. 

re Joseph endeavored to explain to us that it would be unfair tor us 
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, to‘ expect him to say that it “could be possible” for the voice to have been 


deceptive, after his relying upon it for so many gone oe 
ordained you the apostleship? Blair and 


Who 
Guviey ordained me a High Pries 
Q. Did they bold the office of an Apostle? A. Marks was not an 


25 If not, how could he ive something he never had? A I think one 


ho an office in the Melchisedek Pries thood can do so. 5 * 
ave you had any visions? A. Tes, sir; numbers of os Aad il 23 

. Have you ever seen an — A. have 
seen angels—one came as a man, and and 
tions about sickness—as to whether to — a dictar or not. 

When closely questioned Joseph admitted that the “angel mig ight — 
been a man — perhaps one of the N he could not he did 
not shake hands with the individual. He came in at the “open door and | 
went out the same way.” 

40 Yes, your mother ever deny that your father entered polygamy! 
es, sir; 
Did she eve ever wer deny to o von that he had the revelation on celestial 
that she did not believe that he did; 1 do not 
mariage! A but I do not know. 

Mr. Luff here interrupted : — give more than a beliett on 

you Lay — that revelation you you had?” 
oseph endeavored to satisfy his apostle by calling to 
spirit“ in reference to this subject, which ly be 
2 — remember until cited (in a very peculiar way) 

1 Do you believe that this principle will be — 

— ca A. I donot believe that it will, but I — —— — 
i 

Q. Ik i it ts not, what will those do who have married one, two and three 
who have died? A. I do not know how that will be; I know nothing 
about — — — there or this = 

you eve you assist us in 

built in Jackson County, Mo.; in other — do you pare Leg 
you represent will ever unite with the of 

have no opinion to express. I am . Aa in 
of en" should build it, and if I am permitted to help build ‘tall ti 

Can you honestly say before all men, and your Prophet Spon 
meet him) and your God, that know that the 

tah are without authority to administer 7 

believe that there are many in the Utah Church who have authority to 
and the le whom unto, | 


administer in the 


would not be surprised if they also authority. 
Q. Does President Woodruff hold authority? A 1 do.not like to pass 
upon individuals. 


. ou 1 ou have authority to init the ordinances 
of Gospel! A — that I have authority. 
Q. Who 8 lead your church if you and one of your. counselors 
should die? A. I havea theory that it would be upon the apostles... 
* 5 When Elijah informed Joseph the Seer that tre time had f fully come, 
it that there has been such a delay — with 


aba A. I do not know anything about 
Q. Were te” “baptisms” given and performed for 


the “dead” Jone wed A. Yes, they v 
ever inhabited — “Nauvoo house!” A. Thave not, 
or your “The build- 
7 dows, and, of oo of course we cannot dwell init. 
we failed to reosive this promise for reasons best known 
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unto the Lord, a let on have aleo failed in the mise 


Ww 
the “keys” with you, did he not 
take the “ke him with the yore: the 
Apostles. at head, or, as cans A. Yes, 
they were the proper persons to take the lead at father’s | 
How many. members. have you in your ‘church? A, ‘About thirty- 


five tho 
All the foregoing ques ~stions were formulated and written, with space left 


for answers, before we . on J abb Smith; and the answers, although 
in one or two instances necessarily abbreviated (when they were long, and 
inate, space had * left), are word for word as ans wered, final 75 by 


When leaving I bore my humble testimony to him that 4 know thé 
power, Priesthood and authority is with u po Na thousand times more con- 
vincingly than I know that I left my family at Utah!” I gave him my 
— 4 prayed. that he may at one day see the “true light and be 


one wit 


I send this interview for publication, not to cause contention, or d & 
view of tearing down any person or persons, but that all may judg 
themselves; and with a view and prayer that it 4 build up and fo = 
the minds of all who are anxious to know where the Priesthood, power an 
divine authority centers. 8 

I have written this on as it mn can vouch for its correc 


Saunt G. 


About Joly 18th the Deseret Nowi the 
| Lamont, Iowa, July: 
Publishers Deseret News, Salt Lake City, Utah. : 
Gentlemen—In your issue of July Ist, you have chosen to publish. Elder 
S. G. — — report of an interview with me at Independence, Mo, 


March 18th, 1896. 
The h g is misleading, as it implies the the the q nestions asked by Mr. 


Spencer was Submitted to me, being written and ed to them in . 


similar way. 
No questions were submitted to me nor did I know that they were in 


written form ; nor did I either write answers, or have any of the answers 


submitted to me after they were written. Mr. Spencer has misrepresented 
me in —- mb the answers; and as Mr. Spencer wrote you that his ob- 


ject in version: for publication was 1 all might “judge for 
— ee Pan you for the same pu lish my version. 
705 *. Stubbart, one of our 1 regard to it, and send a 
oy I wrote him. 
22 id of the answers I did make to Mr. Speneei rs 
questions, as I made them, nor of the logical Ende, © of them; but 
regret that men who came to me in ee k nn were ende 
ously treated, should have misrepresented e slightest. - 
Fleas pu this letter and my — that interview 
P. S. tien of what he stated to me was for 
personal information, and published wit my consent. 


blished with the foregoing th paragraphs nddressed 
to Joseph Sanity 
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Tours of the 15th received. In reply: Messrs. S. G. 8; r, E. 8: 
— 1 * G. — and W. E. Criddle were at Brother Joseph Luff’s house, 
and Mr. Spencer did the 2 He asked me several questions, the form 
of which I do not remember. If he had them written I did not see them; 
but he certainly has not given the answers as I gave them. He had asked 
me for an interview, and I granted it. He brought the others with him 
at his own motion, and without consulting me. I had no thought he 
would misrepresent me. If he had the questions numbered and set down, 
1 did not see them; nor were his minutes of what I said submitted to me 
for correction. I hoped he, nor either of them, would go away and lie 
Those men are not at liberty to use, or misuse an interview with me, 
which Mr. Spencer said was for their own private benefit: Besides this, 
the elders are not bound by any absurd answers of mine to baffling ques- 
tions con to the books of the Church. Yoursin bonds. 
The above is a reply of mine to Brother J. M. Stubbart, who sent me a 
copy of a list of questions said to have been used by Elder W. E. Oriddle 
of Utah. As I never saw the written questions, nor yet the answers 
which they have given, in writing, for examination and indorsement, I am 
not bound by them either. FFC 


The editor wrote to Mr. Smith stating that the interview had been veri- 
fied before publication and that gentleman sent thisreply: = 


Lamonl, Iowa, July 25th, 1898. 
Mr. John Q. Cannon, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Dear Sir:—Yours of July 20th at hand. I do not wish to: be too intru- 
sive, but the fact that the “Interview” published by you, and: which is 
— circulated by the eldership under S. G. Spencer, does misrepresent 
must request to be set right. bad 

proper verification of that interview would have required that Elder 
Joseph Luff and myself should have been permitted to see the answers 
and the questions as well, before it was published. The statement that 
the answers were written “in the presence of all,” is misleading, as it 
carries the idea that all, including Elder Luff and m knew what was 
written; which is not correct. Hoping for fair dealing, I am yours res- 


lly, 82 Lae ; 


Thess éffusions were sent to Elder E. G. Spencer eliciting thé tesponss 


‘Kansas Crry, Mo, July Lach, 1806. 
Dear Sir—Yours of the 20th at hand and contents noted, and manus- 
cript of Mr. Joseph Smith, stating his version of interview, carefully per- 


The accusations and explanations made and endeavored by Mr. Smith 
are indeed very unbecoming his ecclesiastical claims. We see no reason 
why he seeks to deny the true answers as they have already been pub- 

He states that we had the interview for our “own private benefit.” 

Why 3 1 be afraid of the world's knowing what he admitted to 

Since receiving your letter I have handed my journal, in which the 
interview is written, to Elder Eugene 8. Hart, who carefully examined the 
same as L read your publication of it in the News; and there is no differ- 

ence ver that will change the meaning thereof. This was read in 
the presence of Elders C. Burton, Jr., and W. OF: 


ais 
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We are willi under oath to affirm that the enamel excepting one 
asked by Elder 505 were written and read to Elder Hart and others 


before going to gy Catt ’s residence; that Mr. Joseph Smith did know 
— the answers N as. Elder r. held his journal on his 

knees; his Mountain pen and, and some of the answers were read to 
him after they were written; especially when it was one of which he seem- 
ingly tried to evade a direct answer, we g, “Is that the answer you 
wih to give!“ (repeating, the answer). We distinctly remember the an- 
swer as to whether it was possible that the voice was of a seducing spirit, 
etc., being one amon ee ee to him 

We declare in words of soberness, knowing tull well that no “liar” shall 
inherit the kingdom of God, that the answers are complete to the ques- 
tions asked in said in rview, entirely free from any misleading feature. 

And, no matter how Mr. Smith may scramble 1 fragments of 
reminiscences of the interview, he cannot succeed in the answers 
he gave us on that occasion, ‘and we fail to see why he should attempt it. 
The same afternoon of the interview, the questions and answers were read 
at the mission r Elders, in the en 
those who witn¢ * interview. 

Gisned) G. Spencer, 

ARCHIBALD Gd. Youre, 
W. E. 


The that Mr. Smith does not make any 
specific denial or refutation of the statements furnished to the News by 
the four Elders who conversed with him. He says the heading is mis- 


leading; bat that was not given by them, is not important, and is not 


here reproduced. He complains that he did not write the answers and 


that they were not submitted to him after being written. He admits that 
questions were submitted to and answered by him, but says “the form 


of them I do not remember.” Altogether his objections are not of any 
moment and are too indefinite to weaken in any way the positive and 
united testimony | of four unimpeachable witnesses.. The chief point 
established by that evidence is that Joseph Smith does not claim to have 
been ordained, appointed or designated by his martyred father to any 
office in the Priesthood or authority in the Church. Let his misguided 
supporters and his deceived followers read, mark, learn and inwardly 
the furnished byt son of Joseph the Prophet himself. 


Wiliam and Jane Ann Lanes wae f. 


circumstances surrounding the death of President Woodruff. It is in- 
Californie. 


Ano the names of thosé releas 


in our last issue, was that of F. E Green. The name should have been 
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THE SPANISH— AMERICAN WAR. 


Now that the Spanish-American War is over, we can look back on it dis. 
passionately and in a spirit of charity for the vanquished. _ 

Spain’s glory as a great nation has been on the wane ie lend 
and it seems that she has been living of late on the reputation of her 
former greatness, Her naval power that at the beginning was supposed to 
excel that of the United States, proved to be only of the “shabby genteel” 
style, and when brought in contact with the young but vigorous navy of 
the United States wasa mere bubble, that only needed puncturing to cause 
it to collapse ; and now it might be said to have passed . the 
visions of a night's dream. 

Nations, like individuals should by their and, in 
it would be well to learn by the mistakes of others. Great Britain learned 
by the loss of her American Colonies, that in dealing with those of the 
Anglo-Saxon race, the best policy was to treat her dependencies with the 
respect that is due to her citizens at home, and by this she has held all 
her remaining possessions without having to engage in fratricidal wars 
such as have disgraced the rule of Spain in her American colonies. 
Gradually one by one they have slipped from her grasp until, crestfallen, 
she is now leaving the western world that it may build up a civilization 
such as it never could have attained under her yoke of tyranny and 
oppression. 

Had she, after losing the first of her 1 the lam, that 
Great Britain did, and given those remaining that degree of civil and 
religious liberty that would have encouraged the best people from all 
nations to make homes on her soil, she might now have been holding the 
place among the nations of Europe that she held in her palmiest days. 
But mis-rule in the colonies, as a natural consequence, developed mis-rule 
at home, causing the people to lose confidence in the rulers, and as a 
natural reciprocal result, the rulers can put no dependence in the people, 
until in that land to-day, “uneasy lies the head that wears a crown.” 

Loet us hope the experiences of the last few months may have auch effect 
as to open the eyes of those of influence in that land of. Ferdinand and 
Isabella, that they may see that the rule of might as opposed to right ig 
too antiquated to succeed at the commencement of the Twentieth Century, 
and that.a better civilization than Spain Fm 
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NOTES. v 


On Saturday the 10th inst., the Empress of Austria was brutally assas- 
sinated at Geneva, Switzerland, by an Italian Anarchist, for no other rea- 
on than an abnormal thirst for the blood of those who stand in high 

places among the nations, generated by the inflammatory speeches and 
fiendish plottings of societies that plan their atrocious deeds in the dark. 
Such murderous work is shocking in the extreme. and more especially so 
when perpetrated against those whose lives have been spent in doing 
good and whose only fault is that their lot, through birth or otherwise, 
has been cast in high places. 

It is strange that any one possessing the human form can be led to be- 
lieve that good could nn come to nnn. as a consequence of such 
inhuman atrocities. 

Had he known the loving care of a true mother there certainly would 
have been a feeling engendered in his heart that would have restrained 
his hand from the foul deed that has left, not only a nation, but the entire 
civilized world in mourning. _ 

It is upon such men as Lucchini that murder-inciting speeches take 
effect and arouse the animal nature to that pitch that all feelings of re- 
gard for human life are obliterated. 

Freedom of speech, like freedom of action, abend have ite limit placed 
at that point where the rights and safety of others are endangered, and 
surely ah limit has been crossed when assassination i is opens advocated. 

Tun Florida Philosopher gives to the enemies of the Lid Saints 
the following well deserved lecture: 

“People should have to attend 
and let other people alone who are doing them no harm. If those church 
members who are: exercising. themselves so in denouncing the Mormons 
and doing all they can against them would devote their energjes to build- 
ing up their own churches they would be far more useful to the human 
race. Trying. to break down another church is not the way to build up 
one’s own church. Such malice and spite only lead people to doubt their 
Christianity. Live and let live.’ No doubt the Mormon missionaries are 
accomplishing much good, and therefore no true Christian will interfere 
with them.. All these silly reports that are going around in pamplet 
form or otherwise such as that. the Mormons believe Adam is God,’ etc., 
are too absurd for an intelligent, unprejudiced — to moran” 


That is philosophy, not sophistry. 


Conference, which name it formerly held. 

The address of the nsissiow head-quarters is 23 Goodhind Street, Bristol: 
This change is not to be understood as indicating that the name of cour 


ferences should be changed on account of the change of head-quarters, 
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BA PrISM FOR THE DEAD. 


New Testament Doctrine. 

“Exsx what shall they do which are baptized for the dead? 1 t the 
dead rise not at all, why are they then baptized for the dead?” (I Cor. 
15: 29.) This was an argument used by the Apostle Paul with the 
Corinthians, ‘who doubted the doctrine of the resurrection of the body. 
It is evident that they were familiar with baptism for the dead. For, 
the Apostle was reasoning with them from what they knew. The influ- 
ence of Greek philosophy affected the minds of the Saints at Corinth, and 
the Apostle found it necessary to write to them his splendid treatise, to 
convince them that as Christ was actually raised from the dead, so all 
mankind should be brought forth from their graves, as the Savior Him- 
self declared. And appealing to their good sense, he asked the question 
why they were baptized for the dead, if, as some among: them ne, 
there was to be no resurrection of the dead. ah 


Not Understood in Modern Times. 


This doctrine, that the living eould be baptized in behalf of the dead, 
has not been understood in the so-called Christian world for many hun- 
dreds of years, It was known to the early fathers, but became obsolete 
when the authority held by the Apostles and their associates was taken 
from the earth and spiritual darkness settled upon the world. Let, if 
that was part of the doctrine of Christ in the Apostolic age, it is: part of 
it now. But who among all the sects of the agé teaches’ it! Who has 
authority toadminister it? Who knows anything of the manner in which 
the ordinance should be solemnized? It is because of the profound i ignor- 
ance of modern teachers of religion on this important subject that they 
endeavor, whenever the text given above is quoted, either to cover it 
with a cloud of meaningless explanation, or to treat it as ee, id 
attention, or to set it aside as something done away. 


New Revelation on the Subject. 


In the revelation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ anew in the present 
age baptism for the dead was made known to the Prophet J oseph Smith 
as a necessary part of the doctrine of Christ. Its purpose, the form of the 
ordinance, who should administer it, who should receive it, how it would 
affect: both the living and the dead, and everything to render it accept. 
Prophet of the aineteenth century. 101 
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It has already been demonstrated that the Gospel preached by our 
Savior and His Apostles to the living was also preached to the dead, that 
is, to the spirits of those who had once dwelt in the body on earth. Also 
that such persons are capable of receiving the truth, of faith, of repent- 
ance, of obedience and reform. It has been further shown that baptism 
for the remission of sins and the reception of the Holy Ghost by the 
laying on of hands, both ordinances to be administered by actual divine 
authority, are essential to salvation. But it will be evident to the thought- 
ful reader that while the internal or spiritual requirements of the Gospel 
can be complied with by Gisembodied persons, the outward and. material 
ceremonies are of the body and can only be performed on the earth. 
Water is an earthly element or composition of material elements, and 
pertains to this mundane sphere. It is for this reason that the living 
must be baptized for the dead. If those who die unbaptized are to obtain 
salvation the nen ordinances will have to be attended to by e 


| Salvation by Proxy. 

If any professing Christian objects to the idea of salvation by proxy, 
the all-important fact that the entire plan of salvation’ hinges on that 
principle should be sufficient to sweep away the objection entirely and 
forever. ‘The wages of sin is death.” All have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God.” Jesus of Nazareth died instead of sinners. The 
just was offered for the unjust. The innocent Christ was a substitute 
for guilty men. The whole doctrine of the atonement rests upon the 
principle of salvation by proxy. Jesus is called the Captain of our 
salvation. He is the head of the host of the army of saviors. It 
was predicted by Obadiah the Prophet that, “Saviors shall come up on 
Mount Zion” in the latter days, and “the kingdom shall be the Lord’s” 
(verse 21). And the inspired writer of the epistle to the Hebrews, speak- 
ing of those worthies who through faith performed great wonders and 
prevailed and obtained a witness from God in olden times, declared: 
„These all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the 
promise, God having provided some better thing for us, that they without 
us should ‘not be made perfect.” (Heb. 11: 39, 40.) Thus the work of 
human redemption is to be carried on until all the people of the earth 
shall be judged according to the Gospel, every soul having had an oppor- 
tunity of receiving or rejecting it, either in the body or in the spirit state, 
and of obeying the ordinances thereof, either in person or vicariously, the 


living acting for the dead. 
Beauties of the Doctrine. 


At the first glance this doctrine may strike the modern Christian mind 
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"necessitates the gathering of the Saints, “the elect of God” from all parts 
of the earth. They are commanded of the Lord to come out of Babylon, 


the clearer its truth is made apparent, and the more glorious it becomes. 
The thought that those who receive and obey the Gospel of Christ 
in its fulness while in the flesh, can. aid in the work of redemption 
for their ancestors who are in the spirit world, is most delightful to 
the reverent soul. It shows the value of those “which 
Israel, the covenant people of God, were moved upon in olden times to 
preserve. It stimulates the faithful in Christ to good works. that they 
may become Saviors on Mount Zion.” It explains how the nations com- 
posed of millions upon millions of souls that never heard the Gospel: or 
the name of Christ Jesus, may ultimately be redeemed and made theirs of 
salvation. It points out the way by which Christ shall eventually obtain 
the victory over Satan and prove himself “a ransom for all, presenting 
His perfect work to the Father, not one soul having been lost but the 
sons of perdition, who sinned in 
this world or in the world to come. . : 

The ordinances for the pai as seyeled from ER to the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, must be attended to in: the way provided by the Lord or 
they will not be accepted of Him. They must be administered in sacred 
places, built according to a heavenly pattern, and administered by those 
who have authority to loose on earth and it shall be loosed in: heaven, to 
seal on earth and it shall be sealed in heaven. Persons who have them- 
selves complied with the requirements of the Gospel, may be baptized 
and administered to in other necessary ordinances for and in behalf of 
their departed kindred and ancestors, as far back as their line of progeni- 
tors can be ascertained. This work must be attended to in Zion. This 


that they “be not partakers of her sins and that they.receive not of her 
plagues.” (Rev. 18: +). In compliance with this requirement they are 
gathering from all nations, to the mountain of the Lord's house in the 
tops of the mountains, where they can learn of His ways and walk in His 
paths,” and build up Zion, where they can officiate as ‘‘saviors and pre- 
pare for the coming of the great Bing (See Micah 4: — n 


2.5; Psalms 102: 16). 
Gathering of Judah. 
The gathering of Judah is also to be accomplished in shia 


ok the fulness of times. Their gathering place is Jerusalem. They will 


return to the land of their forefathers chiefly in uubelief. A few of that 
race will begin to believe that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, but the 


g masses of that people will not receive Him in that light until He comes 


and “His feet shall stand again on the Mount of Olives.” He will then 
appear as their Deliverer from the hosts that will assemble against’ thet 
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— 5 pitigy They will then look upon Him whom their fore- 
fathers have pierced, and, beholding the scars of the wounds He received 
when “He came to His own and His own received Him not,” but hung 
Him upon the cross, will come to the understanding that Jesus is indeed 
the Son of God as well as the Son of David, and is their Messiah, their 
Redeemer, and their King. They will then receive His Gospel, the only 
plan of salvation; “a nation will be born in a day unto the Lord ;” and 
in the Temple that will be reared to His name they will officiate for their 
dead until all the links in the chain of their ancestry, back to the time 
when the Gospel was\on the earth previous to the enunciation of the 
Mosaic code, the law of carnal commandments, are made complete, All 
the promises made to Israel and Judah through their Prophets will be 
' fulfilled, and Ohrist will “reign in Mount Zion and Jerusalem” and fill 
the earth with His glory! (See Zech 14: 4-23; Jer. 23: 3-8; 32: 37-44; 
Ezek. 34: 13-16; 38: 8-23; Ezek. 39; Isaiah 24: 23). 9 


Gathering of the Dispersed of Israel. | 
_ While the House of Judah is to rebuild Jerusalem, in expectation of a 
Messiah, but in unbelief of the Savior and His atonement, the descendants 
of the House of Israel which was scattered and dispersed among the na- 
tions, will gather as the elect of God to the latter-day Zion upon the land 
of Joseph in the tops of the mountains, where the House of God is “ex- 
alted above the hills,” and where the revelations of His will are made 
known and the ordinances of His House for the living and the dead can 
be administered. The blood of Israel, though mixed with that of the 
Gentiles, is counted as the seéd of Abraham to whom the promises of old 
were made, and not one of them will fail. Their gathering place is on 
“the land shadowing with wings” which Isaiah saw in vision “beyond 
the rivers of Ethiopia,” where the Lord has “lifted Be an ensign on the 
mountains,” and from which His “swift messengers” are now going forth 
as “ambassadors” of the great King and are bringing Israel from afar to 
“the place of the name of the Lord of Hosts, the Mount Zion.” (Isaiah 
18.) There, in the Temple built to His name according to the pattern 
He has revealed, baptisms and all the ordinances necessary on earth in 
the work of salvation for the living and the dead, are performed by divine 
authority, and there the Spirit of God is poured out in rich effusion, bear- 
ing witness to the humble of heart and contrite of spirit that they and 
their labors of love are accepted of Him and sealed and recorded in heaven. 
The Desert Shall Blossom as the Rose. = 
There “the wilderness and the solitary place have been made glad” be- 
cause of them. The parched ground and the thirsty land have brought 
forth springs of water, the desert is made to “blossom as the rose.” 
There the ransomed of the Lord have come to Zion with songs of ever- 
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